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Information Literacy in the Schools Sector  
 
Through EMPATIC’s validation process, the important issues for information literacy (IL) in the schools sector 
have been identified to include: 

 IL development strategies in European countries are “taken-for-granted” but valid IL policy assumptions 
do not necessarily exist; 

 a d e t a i l e d  Information Literacy strategy is needed.  However, educational systems, information 
cultures, and experiences with IL development in every EU country are different, so what works in one 
part of Europe may not work in the other. As a result it would be better to formulate European 
Information Literacy standards in terms of l e a r n i n g  o u t c o m e s ; these would identify a set of IL 
goals to be achieved in different appropriate ways and by various means within formal, informal and 
non-formal learning environments.  In other words, the aims of IL should be the same across Europe in 
general, but IL development strategies need to be national in specifics; 

 who is to be responsible for the introduction and development of Information Literacy?  Should it be a 
central national body? The answer is not simple.  Generally, central bodies are appropriate to set goals 
but the cooperative work of all interested parties and stakeholders at l o c a l  level, in local 
communities, is where real work is or can be achieved;  

 the young generation, so-called “digital natives”, do not necessarily have an “inherent” culture of 
information; they also must undergo education and training in the field of Information Literacy;  

 school management and teachers are the most important stakeholders in the schools sector, they must 
be aware of  what Information Literacy is, why it is so important and how to learn/teach IL in schools;  

 librarian/information professionals, who are traditionally engaged in IL-related matters everywhere 
must cooperate with all other parties/stakeholders involved in the educational processes, to include: 
headmasters, teachers, parents, students, local authorities, and other people having important social 
functions in their local communities (police officers, fire-fighters, priests, etc.). 

Examples of Best Practice 
EMPATIC has identified a number of good practice examples in the schools sector, including:  

 CHILIAS – Children in Libraries: improving multimedia virtual library access and information skills 
(http://cordis.europa.eu/libraries/en/projects/chilias.html, http://archive.ifla.org/IV/ifla64/043-
113e.htm),  

 Information literacy skills – the link between secondary and tertiary education 
(http://www.learningservices.gcal.ac.uk/ils/),  

 Informatyka+: the interregional programme for the development of the secondary school students' 
qualifications in Information Communication Technology 
(http://www.informatykaplus.edu.pl/infp.php/),  

 VERITY – Virtual and Electronic Resources for Information Skills Training 
(http://cordis.europa.eu/libraries/en/projects/verity.html),  

 UNESCO Media and information literacy curriculum for teachers 
(http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/resources/publications-and-
communication-materials/publications/full-list/media-and-information-literacy-curriculum-for-teachers/, 
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/CI/pdf/wmn/curriculum%20teachers.pdf).  
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